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VOLUME 1 


A. L. A. CONFERENCE 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 


2,652 librarians attended the A.L.A. 
Conference in San Francisco, June 29 
to July 5. These represented 24 coun- 
tries, 

“Moratorium on Trivia” was the 
theme of the conference as expressed 
by Mary U. Rothrock, library specialist 
for T. V. A. and retiring president of 
A. L. A. Paul North Rice of the New 
York public library is the new presi- 
dent. 

The effect of rising costs on library 
service was recognized by the Council 
of the Association in a resolution which 
stated “that a public library must have 
an appropriation now of not less than 
50 per cent more than in 1940 if it is 
to give to its community a library 
service equal to that given in the pre- 
war period.” 

Paul R. Benson of New Castle was 
made chairman of the Trustees Divi- 
sion of A. L. A., and the State Library 
Director, Harold F. Brigham, was 
elected treasurer of the association. 

Some of the Hoosier trustees seen at 
the conference were Paul R. Benson of 
New Castle, Mrs. Ralph I. Burris, 
Washington, Mrs. Fred Borns and 
James C. Howe of Gary. 

Librarians our informant recognized 
included Richard B. Sealock, Gary; 
Lois Ringo, Anderson; Mrs. Harriet 
Bard, Richmond; Lucile Snow, Craw- 
fordsville; Ruth Brown, Frankfort; 
Mrs. Irene Strieby, Mrs. Rose Kane, 
Mrs. Hazel Hopper and Mary Schell, 
Indianapolis; Edna Miller, Indiana 
Central College; John H. Moriarity, 
Esther Schlundt and Eleanor Johnson, 
Purdue University, Robert A. Miller, 


Indiana University. 


Flora M. Case Retires 
From Elkhart Library 


At Elkhart, Flora M. Case retired on 
August 15. Miss Case came to Elkhart 
in 1929. Before that she served in li- 
braries at Salem, La Porte and Mish- 
awaka. 

A University of Illinois Library 
School graduate, Miss Case is able to 
point to a considerable growth in the 
Elkhart system. In 1929, for example, 
the number of volumes in the library 
was 34,749. In 1946 there were 60,314 
volumes. 

A past president of ILA (1937) she 
also was active in the local Business 
and Professional Women’s club and 
Y. W. C. A. Board. Miss Case expects 
to live in Champaign or Peoria, Illinois. 
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DO REMEMBER 


The Annual Fall ILA-ILTA Conference 
Time: October 30, 31, November | 


Place: Lincoln Hotel, Indianapolis 


The next issue of FOCUS 


ON INDIANA LIBRARIES 


scheduled for publication early in October will give 
program details and other Conference information. 





Stalker Reports 
On Federal Bills 


Frances Stalker, I. L. A. Federal 
Relations Coordinator reports that the 
Library Demonstration Bill, S. 48, re- 
ceived “a favorable report from the 
Senate Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare and has been assigned to the 
Senate calendar. With Congress now 
in recess the most important thing In- 
diana librarians can do is to per- 
sonally interview members home on 
vacation. House hearings will be held 
early in the second session. 


Other legislation of interest to li- 
brarians was passed. The initial cut 
for Library of Congress operations 
was partially restored, but is still be- 
low the 1947 level. The appropriation 
for books for the blind was doubled 
but the film project was deleted. The 
National Relations Office hopes that 
Congress will make a definite -policy 
statement establishing the Library of 
Congress as the national library. A 
$600,000 budget request for Army Li- 
brary Service was deleted, but was 
ultimately restored at $300,000. No 
action was taken on the extension of 
social security to librarians. The bill 
establishing a National Science Foun- 
dation was passed by both houses but 
pocket vetoed by the President. In 
the revision of postal rates the library 
book rate was retained as was the pos- 
tal card rate. This bill is still pending. 

Indiana librarians familiar with the 
legislative processes realize that results 
come only from repeated trials. It is 
encouraging to know that the Library 
Demonstration Bill made more progress 
than any other social legislation during 
the session of Congress just over, ac- 
cording to Miss Stalker. 


Indiana Librarians 
At Youth Institute 


Quite a number of Indiana librarians 
attended an institute on “Youth, Com- 
munication, and Libraries” at Chicago 
August 11 to 16 sponsored by the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Graduate Library 
School. 


Margaret I. Rufsvold, Associate Pro- 
fessor and Director of Library Science, 
Indiana University appeared on that 
part of the program dealing with 
“Audio-visual materials and libraries 
for children and young people.” 


Indiana librarians attending the con- 
ference were: Dorothy Busby, Assistant 
Librarian, Arsenal Technical Schools, 
Indianapolis; Mrs. Esther B. Cavanagh, 
Librarian, Shortridge High School, In- 
dianapolis; Katherine Croxall, Parent- 
Study Department, South Bend Public 
Library; Leila Doyle, Librarian, Froe- 
bel High School, Gary; Sara I. Fen- 
wick, Head, Children’s Work, Gary 
Public Library; Mercedes D. Graham, 
Junior Librarian, Lew Wallace School, 
Gary; Kathryn E. Hodapp, Children’s 
Librarian, Indianapolis Public Library; 
Kathryn Purcell, Librarian, Linden 
Junior High School, South Bend; Mar- 
garet I. Rufsvold, Indiana University, 
Bloomington; Mrs. Florence Schad, 
Librarian, Manual Training High 
School, Indianapolis; and Richard B. 
Sealock, Librarian, Gary Public Li- 
brary. 


Huff and Puff Necessary 


Better library service is like a wheel- 
barrow; to get anywhere, it has to be 
pushed. 








NUMBER 2 


I. U. ANNOUNCES 
ADDED FACULTY 


Two new instructors in Library Sci- 
ence Courses have been announced by 
Indiana University. Mrs. LaVern S. 
Doubt, formerly Cataloger at the Cali- 
fornia State Library, has been appoint- 
ed to the position of Instructor in Li- 
brary Science. Mrs. Doubt received 
the A. B. in L. S. degrees from the 
University of Washington and the M. S. 
in L. S. from Columbia University. 
She will teach courses for public librar- 
ians. Mrs. Doubt was formerly head 
librarian of the Orville and the Au- 
burn City Public Libraries, both in 
California. 


Maysel C. Baker, formerly Head Li- 
brarian, La Salle, Illinois, Township 
School and Junior College has been 
appointed Instructor in Library Science 
and Librarian of the University School 
at Indiana University. She replaces 
Miss Margaret Griffin who resigned to 
become head librarian at Mishawaka 
High School. 


Miss Baker received the A. B. de- 
gree from DePauw University, the M. A. 
in history from the University of Wis- 
consin, the B. S. in L. S. and M. S. in 
L. S. from the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School. During the past two sum- 
mers Miss Baker taught library science 
courses at the Peabody Library School, 
Nashville, Tennessee. At Indiana Uni- 
versity she will teach courses for school 
librarians during the summer sessions 
and will assist with the school library 
training program during the regular 
school year. 

Library Science courses announced 
include: Introduction to Books and 
Libraries, Reference and Bibliography, 
Book Selection, Library Cataloging and 
Classification, Children’s Book and 
Libraries, and Public Library Adminis- 
tration and Practice. More details on 
Indiana University’s Library Science 
program will appear in the forthcom- 
ing issue of Library Occurrent. 


U. S. CONTRIBUTIONS AID 
WAR RAVAGED LIBRARIES 


The American Book Center for War 
Devastated Libraries reports that it has 
prepared for shipment 373,000 books, 
584,000 pamphlets, and 2,600,000 peri- 
odicals. These represent the contri- 
butions of libraries and individuals of 
this country to libraries abroad de- 
stroyed during the war. 

Laurence J. Kipp, director of the 
A. B. C. reports that this project will 
continue operations through October 
with final closing on December 31 of 
this year. 
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Our Formative Period 


This is the second number of 
Focus. We hope you approve of 
our efforts. As was stated by Mr. 
Sealock in the first issue, this is a 
trial run, and the I. L. A. policy 
of next year regarding a news 
bulletin will depend on the recep- 
tion given these first three issues 
and the decisions that are made 
following the state meeting this 


fall. 


Questions concerning the policy 
of Focus are coming forth. Many 
of these are not answerable. We 
don’t know. We are feeling our 
way. There is no definite edi- 
torial policy. The editor confers 
with the president of I. L. A. on 
the contents. The executive board 
has given general approval of the 
project. Mary Schell, editor of 
Library Occurrent, and Mr. Brig- 
ham have been most cooperative 
and indulgent. The Occurrent and 
Focus wili certainly not want to 
be competitors, but rather they 
should supplement one another. 
How this can best be done can be 
more clearly determined when we 
evaluate the experiences of the 
first three numbers. 


However, there is one definite 
idea the editor has. This idea is 
predicated on the fact that this is 
a members’ bulletin. We do not 
wish to over-publicize any individ- 
uals or cliques. News of the small 
library is sought, as well as items 
of the larger libraries. You can 
help in this by submitting news- 
worthy items. 


Monthly Promotional 
Service Inaugurated 


A “Library Public Relations Service” 
makes its appearance this month. This 
service in the form of a kit of public 
relations material, is issued once a 
month and is designed to aid the in- 
dividual librarian with promotional 
ideas. 

Cost of this service is on a graduated 
basis, based on the library’s annual in- 
come, as follows: 


DODD OF BOUR. ceseesisiccinessens $50 per yr. 
$50,000-84,000 20.........ccceeeeee $100 per yr. 
$85,000-99,000 . ............ecccceress $150 per yr. 
$100,000 or more .........00000 $200 per yr. 


Some 20 libraries responded to a Jet- 
ter recently sent out from the State 
Library in which sample kits were of- 
fered. Backed and endorsed by ALA, 
Mitchell McKeown is director of the 
“Library Public Relations Service.” 


Historical Bureau Head 
Writes Two New Books 


“Invitation to Book Collecting” by 
Howard Peckham, Director of the In- 
diana Historical Bureau and Colton 
Storm, of the Clements Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, is now in the 
second printing. The first printing of 
2,500 copies is nearly exhausted, and 
a new printing of 1,000 copies is now 
being readied. 

Another book by Mr. Peckham is due 
off the press this fall. It is “Pontiac 
and the Indian Uprising.” This is be- 
ing published by Princeton University 
Press. It has been announced as an 
October choice of the new History 
Book Club. 


MARGARET HARPE 


Mrs. Margaret Harness Harpe, 
head of the Indiana State Li- 
brary’s Service for the Blind 
since 1943 died July 27th. Al- 
though her illness began several 
years ago, she was at work as 
recently as July 12th. 


Mrs. Harpe had a personal in- 
terest in the people who used 
the talking books and Braille 
material. Her keen understand- 
ing of books and her remarkable 
memory for retaining what she 
had read were qualities which 
enabled her to select appropriate 
reading material and thus render 
excellent service for the blind 
readers of the state. She will 
be sorely missed. 





NEWS BRIEFS 


Geraldine Bariani, librarian of the 
Indiana University School of Business 
Library won the Indiana Woman’s Golf 
championship at South Bend on July 
18. 


Pliny Wolfard of the Archives Divi- 
sion, State Library, retired June 30. 


Clara Uhlir succeeds Mrs. Bessie 
Marks as librarian of East Side Branch, 
Gary. Mrs. Marks has gone to Cali- 
fornia. 


Harriet Carter is the new appointee 
as head of the Elkhart Public Library 
to succeed Flora M. Case. Miss Car- 
ter has previously served at the Chi- 
cago Public Library, and Iron Moun- 
tain, Michigan, Public Library. She 
secured her training at Chicago Uni- 
versity. 


Florence Erwin and Priscilla Peck 
are also recent additions on the Elk- 
hart Public Library staff. 


Harriett K. Shelley of the Elkhart 
Public Library, received the Elkhart 
American Legion’s annual Civic Merit 
Medal at a Fourth of July celebration. 
The medal was given to Miss Shelley 
for her civic activity and her outstand- 
ing service to the community. Miss 
Shelley retired August 15 after serv- 
ing the library 43 years. 


Mrs. Ethel Sears is head of the newly 
established Putnam County Library. 


Margaret Cooper, librarian of the 
Linton Public Library is the new edi- 
tor of “Hoosier Business Woman,” the 
official publication of the Indiana Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional 
Women’s clubs. 


After 32 years of service, Mrs. G. B. 
Bunyan retired as Kendallville Public 
librarian on July 31. Helen Teal suc- 
ceeds Miss Bunyan. 


After serving as head of the Indian- 
apolis Public Library’s Catalog De- 
partment for 28 years, Ruth Wallace 
retired July 31. 


At New Castle Mrs. Feryl Goar has 
submitted her resignation. She is re- 
signing because of the illness of her 
mother. 


South Bend reports that Grace Oster- 
hus resigned recently as head of the 
Local History Department to accept a 
position in the office of the Registrar 


a of the D. A. R. in Washington, 


__ Ellen Kistler, head of the Cataloging 
department of the University of Notre 
Dame resigned from that position Aug- 
ust 15 to succeed Miss Osterhus as 
head of South Bend Public Library’s 
Local History and Public Documents 
Department. 


Mrs. Virginia Williams, who has been 
an assistant in Reference and Circula- 
tion departments, branch librarian and 
head of the Catalog Department re- 
signed at Fort Wayne on June 30 after 
none completed 32 years of library 
work. 


John T. Thackery has been appointed 
assistant in the Fort Wayne Reference 
department. He received his library 
degree from Illinois University in 1947. 








Focus on Hocus Pocus 


Envious Quotes 


Bennett Cerf in the Saturday Review 
of Literature relates the story of an 
Indian adept at sending smoke signals 
in New Mexico. One of the atomic 
bomb experimental explosions sent him 
scutrying into a ditch. The Indian 
pulled himself together in time to see 
a tower of smoke mushrooming into 
the sky. 

He watched in awe-struck silence, 
then clicked his tongue and murmured 


“I wish I’d said that!” 


paging archie and mehitabel 


or 
Quick, Henry, the Flit 


Just in case anyone is interested, you 
can get a 31 page bulletin (with bibli- 
ography) from the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution entitled, “The Thoracic muscles 
of the cockroach Periplaneta Ameri- 
cana.” Personally, we are much more 
interested in a 15 page pamphlet 
carrying the title, “DDT for control of 
household pests” prepared by the Bu- 
reau of Entomology and Plant Quaran- 
tine. 


archie visits library of congress 


In the August 12-18, 1947 issue of 
the “Library of Congress Information 
Bulletin” we find on page 10 in a sum- 
mary of the Superintendent of Library 
Buildings’ statement, “The need for 
more rigid enforcement of the restric- 
tion on bringing food into Library 
areas was evident in the strength of 
the roach population.” From this we 
deduce that archie and his friends left 
the Smithsonian to go to L. C. and 
look up thoracic in Websters or Funk 
and Wagnalls. 

P. S. In case you don’t know the 
meaning of thoracic either, go to Funk 
and Wagnalls, because Webster will 
just add to the confusion in this case. 


Non Fiction, No Doubt 


“In a remote part of Africa there is 
a ferocious tribe of savages who have 
as their most sacred possession a book. 
This book is in a small hut which 
serves as the temple of the tribe. It is 
guarded day and night by warlike 
young men who will kill instantly any 
unauthorized person who approaches it, 
and everybody is unauthorized except 
the High Priest and his acolytes. What 
the book is, no one knows, but there 
it is in the center of their lives, honored, 
feared and unread. Modern civilized 
society can find instructive parallels 
in the lives of savages."—Wilmarth S. 
Lewis, THE LAYMAN AND LI- 
BRARIES, Yale Review, Spring, 747. 


Visibility Limited 


A student at one of Indiana’s larger 
veteran-filled universities in remark- 
ing about the classes said to me the 
other day, “On a clear day, we can even 
see the professor.” 


That’s Why Typewriters Were 
Born 


“Millions of adult literate Ameri- 
cans do not write their own names 
legibly. This is because the whole 
subject of handwriting is handled so 
badly,” reports the National hand- 
writing survey by Paper Stationery and 
Tablet Manufacturets Association, Ine., 
of New York. ; . 


—— 
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Putting The Cheese 
On The Mouse Trap 
or 
The Art of Window 
And Store Display 


By Ethel Cleland, Head Indianapo- 
lis Public Business Branch Library 


It’s an unsolved mystery to librarians 
why more books haven’t appeared on 
modern methods of displaying mer- 
chandise, both in the show window and 
in the store itself, the so-called point 
of sale. It’s a fascinating topic and 
fortunately there is a small group of 
excellent books, mostly written before 
War II, that deal with this very modern 
combination of art and business, beauty 
and profits, from the latest in manne- 
quins, dioramas, animated devices, ex- 
ploitation of ancient and modern art, 
to every scheme that can be thought up 
to lure the customer into the store and 
keep up his interest after he has crossed 
the threshold. Here are some of these 
volumes. The (*) indicates first pur- 
chases if funds are low. 





Chord, Jack T. The window display 
manual. Cincinnati, Display Publish- 
ing Co., 1931. $5.00 

Display animation, yearbook of motion 
devices (annual). N. Y., Reeder- 
Morton. $5.00 

Down, Harold A. The art of window 
display. London, Pitman, 1931. $6.00 

Cochrane, I. L. Motion display me- 
chanics. N. Y., Reeder-Morton, 1939. 
$3.00 

*Hammond, A. E. Store interior plan- 


ning and display. N. Y., Chemical 
Publishing Co., 1937. $2.00 





Attractive 
Picture Covers 








Reminder! 


The Melcher Award commit- 
tee of ILA is notifying all li- 
brarians in the state please to 
report on their historical and 
Hoosier literary activities and 
projects in the past year. Re- 
ports are wanted by the first of 
October, so that the committee 
may judge the library that is to 
win the cash award of fifty dol- 
lars from Frederick Melcher at 
the annual meeting of ILA. <Ac- 
tivities which will be considered 
were mentioned in the March 
issue of The Library Occurrent 
and in the circular letter of last 
winter to all librarians. A large 
participation is urgently wanted, 
as the prize is generous. You 
may send your reports to Howard 
H. Peckham, chairman, 408 State 
Library Building, Indianapolis 4. 


*Hurst, A. E. Displaying merchandise 
for profit. N. Y., Prentice-Hall, 1939. 
$5.00 


*Leahy, W. H. Window display for 
profit. ed. 2 N. Y., Harper, 1934. 
$2.50 

Percy, Carl. Window display advertis- 
ing. N. Y., Day, 1928. 

Tested display ideas, comp. by Editors 
of Printer’s Ink. N. Y., McGraw, 
1938. $2.00 

Trethowan, Harry. Selling through the 
window. N. Y., Studio, 1935. $7.50 

*U. S. Department of Commerce. Of- 
fice of Domestic Commerce. Mer- 
chandising display for simplified ser- 
vice in department and specialty 


stores. Wash., Government Printing 
Office, 1946. $.25 





BIG LipRaARIEs 


and 


small LIBRARIES 


depend on Gaylords for their library 
supplies. 


Orders—BIG and small—are promptly shipped 
from a complete stock of hundreds of library 
supply items, direct to you. 


Read the NEW Catalog for the latest in 
Gaylord Library Supplies. 


© 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 
Library Supplies 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


YOUR INDIANA BINDERY 


Featuring 


QUALITY LIBRARY BINDING—30 DAY SERVICE 


Our monthly pick-up service will save you 


TIME, INCONVENIENCE and TRANSPORTATION COSTS 


The Heckman Bindery 
North Manchester 


‘*BOUND TO PLEASE’”’ 
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HOOSIER AUTHOR WINS 
$150,000 MGM PRIZE 


_ “Raintree County” by Ross Lock- 
ridge, Jr., has been awarded the semi- 
annual MGM novel award of $150,000. 
Mr. Lockridge was graduated from I. U. 
in 1935. Thereafter he was an instruc- 
tor in English at I. U. from 1936 to 
1939, later studying at Harvard and 
teaching at Simmons College. , 


“Raintree County” is a long book, 
over 1,000 pages—even longer than 
“Gone with the Wind.” The setting 
for this book is Indiana during 1839- 
1892 and takes up the life of a fic- 
tional Hoosier. Houghton Mifflin is 
publishing the book this month. 


Mio. 


44 East Washington St. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


LI. 4571 
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SCIENCE LIST OFFERED 
BY NEW JERSEY GROUP 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY 
OF INDIANA, Inc. 
546 South Meridian Street 
INDIANAPOLIS 4 


In a letter to us, Marian C. Manley 
calls our attention to a program con- 
ducted by the New Jersey Library As- 
sociation. They have prepared an ex- 
cellent annotated reading list aimed at 
the general reader. It covers 60 titles, 
most of them quite recent, selected 
with an eye to readability, as well as 
authoritative treatment. 


This list carrying the title, “Meet 
the Sciences,” is offered for the use of 
any library at the following prices— 
300 copies for $4.00, 600 copies for 
$6.50, 900 copies for $7.50. Order from 
Marian C. Manley, Distribution Chair- 
man, New Jersey Library Association, 
34 Commerce St., Newark 4, New Jer- 
sey. 


Library Binding Our Specialty 


Indiana’s Leading Book and Stationery Store for Over 100 Years 


We would like to extend an invitation to you to come in and browse among 
our books as they have been selected with libraries in mind. We are 
proud to have furnished Indiana libraries in the past, and are looking 
forward to serving you in the future. 


© 


Complete Commercial, Gift, Dennison and Toy Departments 
are also at your disposal. 


Library Bureau Quality Helps Indiana Librarians 


Library Furniture 
Museum Cases 


Library Supplies 


Wood Shelving 


Visible Records 


Steel Book Stacks 


See our new catalog for 
latest equipment and prices! Extra value in 
Library Supplies and Service at no extra cost. 


Remington Rand Library Bureau 


1535 NORTH MERIDIAN STREET - INDIANAPOLIS 








